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a Syed)  the first word attached to his name is Syed or
Meer ; such as Syed Allee or Meer Ahmud.   But although,
The Sheikhs are of three varieties:
1st.  Sheikh Qorayshee, of which class are, the prophet Mohummud
Moostuifa (the blessing! &c.) and all his companions and descendants.
2d. SheikJi Siddeeqee^ also descendants of Aba Bukur Siddeeq.
3d. Sheikh Farooqee^ of his highness Oomur.
The word Sheikh, among various other significations, means a chief.
The prophet Is'haq (Isaac) in blessing his son Ees (Esau), declared
that all his race would be monarchs. Accordingly, they became of
royal blood. Then those of his lineage formed a gol (or society)
among themselves, and would pay no respect or honour to any one ;
they were designated as a people belonging to the %ol; which term
some corrupted into mogoL In the course of time, the former became
obsolete and the latter was confirmed.
Moreover, on one occasion of obtaining a victory over the enemy,
the Prophet (on whom be the blessing of God !) in issuing his orders to
Balbug (a IbfogoZ), addressed him with the title of Beg ; since which
period his descendants have retained that surname, beg signifying a
lord.
The Miogols (Moguls) are of two kinds, depending upon the country
which gave them birth ; viz.
1st. Eeranee, or Persian, who are all Sheeahs ; and
2d. Tooranee, or Turkish, who are all Soonnees.
This brings me to the consideration of the two great sects, Sheeah
and Soonnee, into which all the four classes of Mohummudans are
divided; the latter constituting by far the greater number.
The Sheeahs are likewise termed Tu~Sheeah, Mitzhtibee, Eeranee
and Teen-Eearee.
The Soonnees are also called Soonnut-Jumma-ut, Tussunoon, and
Char-Eearee*
Between these two sects exists the most inveterate enmity.
The Sheeahs, out of hatred, call the Soonnees^ Kharjee (i* e. schis-
matics), because, as they opprobriously affirm, they reject his high
excellency Ameer-ool-Momeeneen-Allee, the son Of Aboo-talib (may
God reward him!). So far is this from being the case, that all the
Soonnees place the utmost faith in his excellency Allee-oon-Moortooza.
It is from pure motives of enmity and reproach that they assert such
a thing. Moreover they call them Kafirs (or infidels).
Independently of the Tussunoons being unjustly denominated Khar-
jees (or schismatics), there are some real ones of that description
which may be classed under a third head, and unfortunately they are
so from their mother's womb; and they utterly abhor his excellency
Allee